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Despite tales of drug violence, visitation to Mexico was up almost 19% over
lastyear, as of September. And with 22.6 million tourists expected by year's
end, numbers will about equal the record-breaking totals in 2008. About
80% of visitors are Naorth American.

RNs, it's time
to invest in
yourself.

In fact, slightly more foreigners are vacationing in Mexico now than hefore
the drug wars, which have killed about 30,000 {mostly drug trafiickers) in

the past four years, The Economist reported in November. Mexico now
ranks No. 10 in international arrivals worldwide.
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DICAPTION By Paclo Carosso

I'm just back from San Miguel de Allende, a gorgeous colonial city in

central Mexico (read about it Friday at usatoday.comitravel), where, not surprisingly, more than one conversation during © 20 Chanbeds Ciyeof Mg LC
o ) \\ Al fighs esaved ACTIG

my visit turned toward security concerns.

But notthe sort of concerns you might think. The Americans | spoke with there were worried about the bum rap they
helieve the entire country is getting due to drug violence that , for the most part, is concentrated hundreds of miles away

near the U.5. horder. Top Travel Deals

"There is very little crime here, and what there is doesn' affect gringos," said Irina Posner, a retired CBS News = $325+ Big Island Beachiront Luxury Resart, 35% Off
employee and one of an estimated 12,000 to 14,000 ex-pats who live full or part-time in San Miguel. " We love this town.

I = $621+ 3-Nt Waikiki Disney Aulani Resort Stay wiTax
We feel safe in this town."

= $160+ Antigua: All-Inclusive Resort Stay Incl. Tax, 50% Off

So did |, covering miles of narrow, cobbled walkways solo by day and hy night in the 17th-century city. | felt as secure as
N . N . = $148+ Antigua All-Inclusive Spa Resort, Half Off

I do in my own neighborhood, yet some innkeepers say theyve had cancellations due to safety concerns.

> ShermansTravel M I
Americans are notoriously near-sighted when it comes to geographical perspective. It's an issue Mexico's new tourism B ore Dels »
secretary Gloria Guevara addressed in an on-line seminar sponsored by the trade publication, Travel Weekly, last
maonth. She acknowledged there are places in Mexico that tourists should avoid, specifically Matamoros and Ciudad Connect with Us
Juarez on the Texas horder. {And frankly, aside from those looking to do a cheap booze run, I'm not sure who would

have frequented those horder towns even hefore the drug-cartel bloodbaths).

"But for the rest of the country, you can relax and enjoy yourself” she told the Travel Weekiy audience. n u

Actually, as someone who has traveled all over Mexico, | think I'd also skip Acapulco, which had a spate of nasty
drug-related killings in September. But Acapulco many years ago ceased to be an American vacation destination.

Mexico's tourist sweet spotis Cancun, about 1,000 miles from Ciudad Juarez. Aside from an August bar shooting in a
working-class neighborhood far removed from the resort zone, there has been no reported drug violence there. Another
popular, earthier destination, is the Copper Canyaon, which lies more than 200 miles from the border, or about the

distance hetween New York and Baltimore.

"If you were planning a trip to New York, would you cancel it if you heard ahout challenges in Baltimore?" Guevara
asked.

Vacation costs -- mainly hotels -- are down in Mexico. The average tourist spends ahout 5% less than in 2008, The
Economistreports. And a number of forecasters are predicting that discounting in Cancun and south along the Riviera
Maya will make that region particularly popular this winter.

The wehbsite Travelzoo , for instance, lists a four-night package, with air and all meals and drinks starting at $562 per
person, double. It's good for travel Jan. 4-31, but must be hooked by Jan. 10.

Another website, Smarter Travel, cites increased air service as likely to boost travel to Mexico. On Dec. 1, Southwest
Airlines joined with Mexican carrier Volaris, allowing customers to travel on a single itinerary booked on Southwest. On
Dec. 15, Alaska Airlines begins service between San Jose and Guadalajara, and from Sacramento on Dec. 16. On Feb.
10, American Eagle launches daily nonstop service from Dallas to Veracruz and Queretaro. And on Feb. 12, American

hegins seasonal service hetween Chicago and Cozumel.

How do you feel about vacationing in Mexico?
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Travel expert: Why you should go to Mexico

New York (CNN) -- Mexico tourism is having a bit of a PR problem lately.

Reports of mass grave sites, daylight shootings and carjackings from the escalating drug war don't exactly build confidence for a family planning a week's holiday. And on April
22, the U.S. State Department upgraded its travel warnings to target 14 of Mexico's 31 states.

Now's not the time to visit our southerly neighbor, right? Well, wrong. Mexico is a lot safer than you may realize.

We tend to lump all of Mexico -- a country the size of Western Europe -- together. For example, a border incident resulted in the death of a Colorado tourist last year, and the
Texas Department of Homeland Security recommended against travel to all of Mexico.

Yet it's in the 17 of 31 states not named in the newly expanded warnings where you'll find the most rewarding destinations: the Yucatan Peninsula and Baja California beach
resorts, colonial hill towns like the ex-pat haven of San Miguel de Allende, even the capital Mexico City.

Mexican protesters march to end drug war

An hour inland from Cancun's beaches, Yucatan state -- home to the most popular Mayan sites and "real Mexican" colonial cities such as Merida and Valladolid -- is among the
country's safest. The state, with roughly the same population as Kansas, saw two drug-related deaths in 2010. Wichita, Kansas, alone had six gang-related killings over the
same period.

Lonely Planet: 8 top places to (safely) visit in Mexico now

In most of central and southern Mexico, drug violence simply isn't on the radar of daily life. "It's as easy-going as it's always been," said Deborah Felixson, a diving operator on
Cozumel who is "shocked" when people say they had been scared to go to the Caribbean island. "We're just small communities here. We all know what everyone's up to."

That sentiment is found even in places once linked with political tension, such as Chiapas state and Oaxaca City, where political protest turned into a stand-off in 2006.

"Things are so much quieter now," said Rogelio Vallesteros, who runs a Spanish-language school in Oaxaca City. "People call to ask about safety all the time, then they come
and see how quiet it is. We're normal, really."

Mexico tourism official: Vacation spots far removed from violence

After the swine-flu crisis of 2009 -- when some cruise ships diverted routes from Mexican ports that had no reported cases to American ones that did -- travel bounced back a bit
last year. Interestingly, the increase of returning Canadians and many Western Europeans doubled that of the American rate. We seem to remain particularly leery of Mexico.

That's sad. My love of travel began with childhood visits to Mexican ruins and beaches, and | feel the U.S. is fortunate, not cursed, to be so close to a place that offers jungles,
deserts, volcanoes, beaches, coral reefs, ancient pyramids, living pre-European cultures and some of the world's most satisfying cuisines.

And of course the best reason to go: the people.

A couple years ago, | informally polled various innkeepers and tour operators worldwide to find out who are the world's friendliest travelers. Guess who won. "Mexicans are such
a joy to have here," one Bulgarian guesthouse owner e-mailed back. "They make everyone feel happier."

And it's often better in Mexico, where locals show particular gusto in love of life. Once | saw fireworks go off in Mexico City, before sunset, and asked a local why. He was
surprised | didn't know. "It's Friday," he explained.

In restaurants, strangers seeing each other's eyes instinctively say "buen provecho" before eating. It's an earnest wish that their food should not only be tasty, but really
pleasurable, and that the hope that their life will be a bit better as a result. There really is no English equivalent. Even our adopted "bon appétit" pales in significance.

Naturally, crime exists everywhere in Mexico.

I've been pickpocketed in Guadalajara (and in New York, too). But that's the extent of my unpleasant scrapes in a dozen visits that have taken me to home-stay language
courses, traditional Mayan markets, mummy museums, cenotes (surreal limestone sinkholes in which you can swim) and even Zapatista zones in the south.

Most travel to Mexico, ultimately, is simply good travel. It's fun, affordable, eye-opening and fascinating (seriously, what other city of 21 million other than Mexico City is founded
on a filled-in lake?).

But, no, you don't have to visit Mexico. And there are certainly places, like Ciudad Juarez or Tamaulipas state, I'd never visit now. Just know that the Mexico experienced on the
ground almost never matches the Mexico we increasingly see and read about.

© 2008 Cable News Network
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Mexico strives to revive tourism
Official takes to road, aiming to calm fears of drug violence

By Tim Devaney b I ﬁ
I"‘---

The Washington Times

6:15 p.m., Sunday, July 31,2011 ! g
For many Americans, vacationing in Mexico doesn't have the same appeal it used to.

Not after drug lords have killed thousands of bystanders in recent years. Or after the warning the U.S. State Department issued against
traveling to that country during the Fourth of July weekend. It is just not a risk worth taking for many travelers.

So it's no surprise American tourists have cut back on trips to Mexico, according to statistics from that country's tourism department. The
number of U.S. travelers going there is down 2 percent this year, and those who still go are staying one less day and spending about 20
percent to 30 percent less on their vacations.

That's why Gloria Guevara, Mexico's tourism secretary, is in the United States, campaigning for more visitors from the north. She is
visiting New York, Los Angeles, Houston, Seattle, Atlanta and Washington, D.C., as she tries to win back American travelers for her
country. Right now, tourism makes up 9 percent of the country's gross domestic product. Mexico's goal is to go from the world's
10th-most-popular tourism destination to a top five spot by 2018.

"We believe that we can do better," she said. "Once you go and try it, and you like it, the next time that you hear Mexico, you will know
better."

To reach that goal, Mexico is promoting its heritage as a tourism attraction. It is advertising Mayan history, adventure-travel opportunities
such as swimming with whale sharks, and the country's famous cuisine.

"You will try some things here that you cannot find anywhere else," Ms. Guevara said.

Still, the U.S. remains Mexico's leading tourism customer. Americans represent 60 percent of the nation's 22.4 million tourists each year.
And that is why Ms. Guevara is here, campaigning for more tourists to visit Mexico. She blames the recent decline in American tourists
mostly on the current state of the U.S. economy.

But as fewer Americans vacation in Mexico, the country to the south is also trying to diversify its tourism industry so it doesn't take
another big hit in the future.

"When the U.S. had big troubles, we saw an impact and suffered big time," Ms. Guevara said. "But one of the strategies is to diversify, and
we're making a lot of progress."

Mexico is promoting itself around the world as a top tourism destination. So far this year, Russia has sent 60 percent more tourists there
than it did at the same point in 2010. Tourists from Brazil are up 46 percent from last year, and China is up 34 percent. A number of other
countries, such as France, Japan, the United Kingdom, Canada and Germany, are sending more tourists Mexico's way, as well.

"We see other nationalities," she said. "We have seen the number of Brazilians, Russians, Chinese that come to Mexico has increased. And
they're spending much more."

Ms. Guevara decried the notion that Mexico is too dangerous to vacation in.
"When we're talking about the U.S., when something happens in a specific destination, we never say, 'the U.S.' We say, 'Last week, there
was a shooting in California, and we say exactly where. We talk about L.A.., we talk about New York, we talk about Washington. Very,

very specific.

"Unfortunately, when people talk about Mexico, they don't say, 'Something happened in this small town, in this state, in the middle of
nowhere,' " she added. "They say, 'Mexico.' Well, Mexico is a pretty large country, so we're trying to put things in context."

She went on to explain that only 80 of Mexico's 2,500 counties pose a danger to tourists. "But those points are very far away from the
tourist destinations," she said. "If something happens in L.A., does that mean that I cannot come to Washington? Of course not."

She also explained that the Mexican drug lords who are causing tourism problems are not targeting American citizens.

"The crime is cartels against cartels, drug dealers against drug dealers," she said. "Nothing against regular citizens, nothing against tourists.
They don't care about them."
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Puerto Vallarta Remains a Safe Place For Travel and to Retire

By Chris E Haines

Puerto Vallarta is known for its beauty, culture and friendly people and is still considered one of the safest places to visit or retire. The Sierra Madre
mountains surround the Bay of Banderas, the second largest bay in North America, second to the Hudson bay. People from around the world come to enjoy
its pristine beaches and surrounding jungles. Fun activities are abound; sailing, fishing, hiking, mountain biking, kayaking, horseback riding, bird watching,
tequila tasting, walking through beautiful botanical gardens, art enthusiasts and eating exquisite foods, having something to offer for everyone. For those
considering retiring to the area, a wide range of homes are available whether it be beach front, hillside or back country haciendas at all price levels ranging
from the low 100K to multi-million dollar villas on the beach are available.

Over the past couple of years Mexico has received a great deal of negative press regarding the safety of foreigners traveling and retiring in Mexico. The
fact is that a large percentage of violent crimes are connected to inner fighting of the drug cartels and drug related crimes. If you discount any drug related
crimes which do not involve the public at large, tourists or retirees, one could say that Mexico is one of the safest places to visit or live in the world. In fact,
less than one percent of violent crimes involve the general public, that is one crime per thousand, where the U.S. has a much higher rate with almost five
per thousand.

It could be said that visiting or living in Los Angeles is much more dangerous than most parts of Mexico. What areas you visit in any region around the
world is directly correlated to one's safety. One would never venture into the East Los Angeles area knowing that it one of the most dangerous places in the
United States. The same applies to any city around the world. If you travel to a foreign country it is always recommended to educate oneself what areas to
avoid.

Puerto Vallarta has always been rated one of the safest and friendliest places to live and visit and continues to remain so. Violent crimes are un-heard of and
any crime that does take place, are in locations that are known to be unsafe whether you are a local or a foreigner, and if a crime does take place it is almost
always drug related. Vallarta relies on most of their revenue coming from tourists and the rapidly growing retirees moving to the area, therefore the local
government expends a great amount of effort and money to protect locals and foreigners alike. The fact that one sees a great deal of police force when
visiting Vallarta, is not that crime is high, but are there to guarantee everyone's safety. In addition to the local police force, military personnel are also in
place to deal with any drug related crimes, creating an even safer environment. Puerto Vallarta has the, justly deserved reputation, for safety and security.
It's quite safe to stroll back to your hotel or home at 3am without any hassle at all.

The negative press one usually hears involving foreigners is mainly related to excessive drinking and unsafe activities. Accidents involving spring breakers
and foreigners can occur any place in the world, so of course it is recommended to always be safety conscious anywhere you are visiting or living.

You can learn more about retiring in Puerto Vallarta at www.g3mex.com and search for your second home or one to retire to. You also can e-mail to
request further information on Real Estate in the region at info@g3mex.com or calling 877-688-3874 to consult with an expert at the G3MEX Group.

Come visit the wonders of Puerto Vallarta and the surrounding region and learn firsthand why it is considered one the most beautiful and safe place to visit
or retire.

Source: Chris Haines, Senior Partner of the G3MEX Group

G3MEX Group is a Real Estate Investment, Development and Broker Services company centrally based in Puerto Vallarta, just minutes from the airport.
Our market focuses on the coastal waters of Puerto Vallarta, inside Puerto Vallarta's Bay of Banderas, and the exterior north and south zones of the bay.

Contact Chris Haines for more information on purchasing Real Estate in Puerto Vallarta at chris@g3mex.com.

© 2011 EzineArticles.com
All Rights Reserved Worldwide
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